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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
concerning  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  for  1959. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  population  in  1959 
was  excellent  and  the  council  can  congratulate  themselves  on  having  a district 
which  maintains  a thriving,  well-housed,  healthy  community. 

The  population  has  increased,  the  birth  rate  has  increased,  the  death  rate 
has  dropped  slightly,  but  the  index  of  importance  as  far  as  social  conditions 
are  concerned,  the  infantile  mortality  index,  is  a record — a pleasant  record — 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Bedlingtonshire. 

Briefly,  as  the  statistics  are  given  later,  the  estimated  population  increased 
by  190  to  29,480  which  is  the  greatest  population  the  district  has  supported. 
Ihe  number  of  live  births  rose  by  24  to  482  giving  a birth  rate  of  16.3  per 
1 ,000  population. 

Ihe  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  nine  and  the  infant 
mortality  rate  was  18.6  per  1,000  live  births.  Six  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred 
during  the  first  month  of  life. 

there  were  518  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year,  470  of 
these  were  due  to  measles. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  nor  were  there  any  cases  of 
food  poisoning. 

There  were  10  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  but  the  number  of 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register  fell  from  185  in  1958 
to  142  in  1959.  This  is  a marked  decrease  and  it  is  shown  in  .the  pulmonary7 
tuberculosis  case  rate  per  1,000  population  which  fell  from  6.3  to  4.7  per  1,000. 

Under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  31  the  Urban  District 
contributes  towards  tiie  Oid  People’s  Welfare  Committee  for  a chiropody  ser- 
vice. During  1959  1,040  persons  received  treatment  through  this  scheme. 

It  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year  the  caravan  problem  may  be 
solved — it  is  one  which  requires  considerable  attention. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee for  their  interest  and  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their 
willing  co-operation. 

The  efforts  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  have  been  constant  and 
untiring  and  deserve  great  praise. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  DONALDSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Alexander  Donaldson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Meats  and  Foods  Inspector 


Shops  Inspector  - 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
and 

Meat  and  Foods  Inspector  - 
Student  Public  Health  Inspector  - 
Health  Department  Typist  - 
Rodent  Operator 
Offices  ------ 

Telephone  ----- 


R.  W.  Cowans,  M.A.P.H.I. 

J.  Colpitts,  M.A.P.H.I. 
- K.  J.  Dobson. 

- Miss  Patricia  Hall. 

J.  C.  Davis. 
- Front  Street,  Bedlington. 

- Bedlington  2121. 


STATISTICS  AND  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9, 02} 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  the  Resident  Population 


Mid.  1959 

• 29,480 

Rateable  Value  ... 

... 

£290,585 

Penny  Rate  Produces 

... 

£1,240 

Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses 

... 

8,942 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

4 

... 

3,8.10 

THEN  AND  NOW 


In  the  60  years  since  1899  the  population  of  ,the  shire  has  increased 
steadily  from  18,000  to  almost  30,000.  The  numbers  of  annual  live  births  has 
fallen  and  also  the  birth  rate.  The  greatest  fall  took  place  between  1920  and 
1939.  Deaths  and  death  rates  have  remained  remarkably  steady,  but  the 
infant  deaths  have  been  reduced  considerably. 

Perhaps  it  is  in  the  held  of  Infectious  Disease  that  the  greatest  obvious 
improvements  have  occurred,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  sines  1950,  and  no 
Diphtheria  deaths  since  1947.  Immunisation  has  certainly  paid  dividends!  I 
trust  that  sufficient  good  sense  will  prevail  among  parents  to  cause  them  to 
continue  to  have  their  children  protected  and  that  it  will  become  a routine 
operation. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  and  deaths  have  also  declined  steadily  and 
non-puimonary  cases  have  dropped  even  more  dramatically  since  the 
introduction  of  Si.reptomycin. 

In  1910,  however,  it  was  not  .thought  to  be  correct  procedure  to  utilise  a 
ward  in  the  infectious  disease  hospital  for  consumptive  cases  because  patients 
would  get  the  idea  that  they  were  being  admitted  there  to  die ! Notification 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  permissive,  not  statutory.  Control  of  Tuber- 
culosis scarcely  existed,  but  where  a case  was  known,  instructions  were  given 
to  the  members  of  the  household,  in  some  attempt  to  limit  the  spread. 


In  1910,  too,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  was  also  a general  prac- 
titioner, strongly  opposed  the  adoption  of  Birth  certification.  He  was  also 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  Midwives  Act  of  1902  and  the  introduction  of 
Health  Visitors  to  tne  area.  It  was,  he  said,  impossible  for  unmarried  females 
to  have  any  idea  about  the  rearing  of  babies  and  that  book  learning  was  of 
little  use  in  such  cases. 

In  the  same  report,  reference  is  made  to  the  fact  that  “ the  lighting  of 
the  Church  clock  at  Bedlingtcn  had  been  .taken  in  hand  by  the  council.” 

A further  extract  from  1910  report  is  of  interest  for  the  vehemence  of  its 
language.  Commenting  on  the  falling  birth  rate  and  the  limitation  of  families 
by  abortionists,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  ‘‘That  such  unscrup- 
ulous scoundrels  are  allowed  to  advertise  their  nefarious  traffic,  practically 
unhampered,  in  the  public  press  is  a disgrace  which  newspaper  proprietors  and 
shareholders  in  such  concerns  should  determine  to  stop  and  so  save  a supine 
and  unwilling  legislature  the  reproach  which  such  legislators  richly  deserve — 
that  they  care  more  for  their  seats  in  St.  Stephen’s  than  for  the  welfare  of 
their  particular  constituents  or  for  that  of  the  country  as  a whole.” 


Infant  health  is  in  a much  better  state  today.  Bedlington,  with  nine 
infant  deaths  makes  a new  record.  This  is  a result  of  team  work — with  the 
family  doctor,  health  visitor  and  midwife  all  playing  a part.  Ante-Natal 
examinations  of  the  mother  followed  by  visits  from  the  midwife  and  Health 
Visitor.  This  team,  as  well  as  being  interested  in  the  baby,  is  also  trained  in 
teaching  the  mother  about  all  factors  involved  in  health. 


Improved  housing  has  also  helped  to  raise  the  standard  of  family  life,  and 
has  given  an  incentive  to  young  parents  to  desire  the  best  possible  health  for 
their  children. 

It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  tuberculosis  is  still  a potential 
menace.  Diphtheria  and  Poliomyelitis  can  be  prevented  and  can  be  held  in 
abeyance  only  if  parents  ensure  their  children  receive  protection. 

The  means  are  there,  ,the  responsibility  rests  with  the  parents. 


CARAVANS 


This  problem  was  referred  to  in  my  report  for  1958.  The  situation  now  if 
anything  is  worse.  There  are  more  caravans  and  caravan  sites  in  Bedlington- 
shire  now  than  in  1958  and  not  one  is  recognised  officially.  No  site  has  been 
approved  by  the  County  Planning  Author'ty  and  the  latter  refuse  to  take  any 
enforcement  action  until  a permanent  site  has  been  approved  by  them  and  the 
District  Council. 

A further  difficulty  is  that  suggested  sites  are  usually  on  farm  land  and  it 
is  not  every  farmer  who  is  willing  to  give  up  land  for  the/  establishment  of  a 
caravan  site.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  Bedlington  Council  will  administer 
a site  large  enough  to  house  over  100  caravans  with  proper  roads,  drainage, 
water,  lighting  and  sanitary  arrangements  during  - 1960.  If  this  can  be 
achieved  it  is  hoped  that  unauthorised  caravan  sites  will  be  dealt  with  by  the 
County  Council.  The  Wilson  Report  (July,  1959)  on  " Caravans  as  Homes  ” 
describes  the  difficulties  involved  in  dealing  with  this  problem  and  leaves  one 
in  little  doubt  that  the  present  legislation  on  this  subject  is  quite  inadequate 
to  control  it.  The  final  summing  up  of  the  Report  gives  the  views  of  the 
interested  parties. 
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1— Caravanners 

They  wish  the  right  to  live  in  caravans  if  they  want. 

Comment:  I wonder  how  many  would  refuse  to  exchange  their  caravans 
for  modern,  rented  dwelling  houses. 


2 — Manufacturers  and  Site  Operators 

They  wish  recognition  for  lesidential  caravans  as  a socially  accepted  way 
of  living. 

Comment:  It  is  obviously  a business  proposition  to  sell  as  many  caravans 
as  possible  or  to  rent  land  for  caravan  sites  for  as  many  caravans  as 
possible. 


:) — Recreational  Organisations 

They  oppose  any  change  which  would  limit  the  “ Freedom  to  Wander  ” 
principle. 

Comment:  By  and  large  this  group  are  easier  to  deal  with  than  the  others. 
Holiday  sites  are  usually  well  cared  for  and  are  open  only  for  the  summer 
months.  Families  can  endure  the  miseries  of  wet  summers  when  they 
know  they  have  a traditional  house  to  return  to. 


4 — Showman's  Guilds 

They  plead  for  the  special  needs  of  Showmen  for  caravan  quarters  for 
wintering. 

Comment:  This  Guild  is  both  large  and  powerful  and  not  without  means. 
Over  the  years  they  have  bad  adequate  time  to  buy  or  lease  proper  sites 
all  over  the  country  to  provide  for  the  needs  asked  for. 


.I — Local  Authorities 

They  generally  disapprove  of  all  caravan  dwellings. 

Comment:  This  is  understandable.  They  have  to  face  the  criticisms  of 
the  public  for  sub-standard  sites.  Municipal  Sites  properly  administered 
are  worth  due  consideration,  they  might  even  be  an  economic  pro  position . 


ROAD  ACCIDENTS  1959 


In  the  County  of  Northumberland  in  1959,  there  were  4,414  road  accidents 
which  were  the  cause  of  2,577  casualties.  There  were  677  seriously  injured 
and  70  fa'.ahy  injured. 

In  Bedlingtonshire  there  were  206  road  accidents  giving  rise  to  120 
casualties,  36  serious  and  three  fatal. 


Sites  where  accidents  frequently  occur:  — 


Read 

Site  of  Accident 

Number  of 

A.  1038 

Scotland  Gate 

Accidents  Killed 

12  — 

Injured 

13 

A 196 

Half  Moon  Corner,  Stakeford 

13 

— 

7 

A 1068 

Bedlington-Hariford  Road 

13 

1 

6 

B1331 

Junction  Front  Street,  Bedlington 
Eedlington  Station 

31 

15 

Most  accidents  occur  on  Class  A and  unclassified  roads. 

Most  accidents  occur  in  J uly  and  August  and  especially  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  and  more  especially  during  Bank  Holidays. 

The  commonest  hour  of  the  day  is  between  5-6  p.m. 

The  age  group  most  prone  to  injury  from  road  accidents  is  that  between 
20-25  years  both  for  fatal  and  non-fatal.  In  Northumberland  1,470  of  the 
injuries  occurred  in  that  age  group  and  age  group  which  followed  was  35-40 
years  with  670. 

Why  do  road  accidents  occur?  From  the  records  of  those  prosecuted  for 
road  offences,  excessive  speed  in  built-up  areas  is  easily  the  highest  individual 
group  followed  by  careless  driving. 

It  would  seem  that  the  desire  to  get  from  A to  B in  the  shortest  space  of 
time  and  carelessness  and  lack  of  attention  are  the  prime  causes  of  road 
accidents. 

While  I have  all  ,the  admiration  in  the  world  for  the  youth  of  to-day,  I 
deprecate  most  strongly  the  law  which  allows  a boy  c-r  girl  of  16  years  of  age 
to  ride  a motor  cycle  of  vnlimited  power,  capable  of  speeds  in  excess  of  100 
miles  per  hour.  To  do  this  with  any  safety  takes  many  years  of  experience 
and  even  then,  many  still  consider  it  foolhardy. 
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If  you  must  travel  by  road,  choose  a class  C one  and  set  off  at  4 a. Tn.  on  a 
Tuesday  morning  in  February  and  statistically  you  have  the  least  chance  of 
being  involved  in  an  accident. 

Do  try  to  leave  with  plenty  of  time  to  spare. 

Do  pay  attention  to  your  driving.  . 

Do  try  to  be  considerate  to  other  road  users. 

Do  try  not  to  lose  patience. 

(The  above  statistics  are  taken  from  the  Chief  Constable  of  Northumber- 
land’s Annual  Report  on  Road  Accidents,  1959.) 


HOUSING 

It  is  in  this  field  that  possibly  the  greatest  achievements  have  taken  place 
since  1950.  I am  no,t  a native  of  Bedlingtonshire  and  I have  little  difficulty 
in  forgetting  slums  that  have  disappeared.  The  “ Terrier  ” has  not  the  same 
facility,  for  much  of  the  property  that  has  gone  was  part  of  his  life — many  were 
born  and  lived  in  what  became  slum  property  and  many  died  in  it. 

However,  I can  remember  the  first  attack  that  was  made  in  1949-50  on 
such  property  and  for  which  I was  responsible — Strong’s  Buildings — 24  very, 
very  sub-standard  houses  in  Choppington. 

Since  then  1,329  houses  and  386  army  huts,  making  a total  of  1,715 
dwellings  have  gone  forever. 

Famous  names  in  Bedlington  were : 

Old  Colliery  Row,  Bell’s  Place,  The  Old  Hall,  Vulcan  Place,  Stoker’s 

Buildings.  In  Bedlington  Station:  Ravensworth  Terrace,  Red  Row, 

North  Row.  in  Barrington : Chapel  Row  and  Stone  Row.  InNetherton: 

Yard  Row,  Howard  Row.  In  Choppington:  lst-6th  Rows,  Front  Street, 

Chapel  Row,  Rutter’s  Buildings.  In  Guide  Post:  Freehold  Terrace.  In 

Stakeford:  East  View,  North  View  and  West  View,  Middle  Row  and  Ivy 

Cottages. 

Soon  West  Sleekburn  colliery  houses  will  have  disappeared,  too. 

To  some,  perhaps,  sadness  and  thoughts  of  happy  times  spent  there,  but 
to  the  majority  a sigh  of  thankfulness  that  these  buildings  have  been  replaced 
by  modern,  healthy  houses. 

Ma  - - 

Bedlingtonshire  can  be  justly  proud  of  its  Post-War  housing  effort. 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  (1959)  with  those  of  1958 


1958 

1959 

Population  ... 

29290 

29480 

Live  Births... 

458 

482 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(uncorrected) 

15.6 

16.3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(standardised)  . 

15.1 

15.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Birth  % of  total  live  Births 

3.9 

3.9 

Still  Births  ... 

9.0 

12.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,0  0 live  and  still  births... 

19.2 

24.8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

0.30 

0.4 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

467 

494 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year)  ... 

18 

9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Eirths 

39.3 

18.6 

Neo-natal  Deaths  (under  4 weeks) 

16 

6 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  i, 000  Live  tirths 

34.9 

12.4 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortalicy  Rate  (Deaths  under 

1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

27.9 

10.3 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 

under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and 

Still  Births) 

47.1 

34.4 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 

0 

0 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live  and 

Still  Births 

0 

0 

Deaths 

297 

292 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

10.1 

9-9 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.8 

12.5 

Deaths  over  65  years  of  age 

192 

190 

Child  Deaths  1-4  years  inclusive 

4 

2 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

0 

0.03 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  case  rate  per  1,000 

population 

6.3 

4.7 

10 


COMPARISON  STATISTICS  FROM  1899-1959 
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N.A.  Not  Available 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1959 


Code  No. 

International  Classification. 

-vi 

r . 

I O Cnl 

002 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

U57 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

HO 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  lip 

1 

— 

1 

146 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  nasopharynx 

... 

1 

1 

150 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  oesophagus 

1 

— 

l 

151 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  stomach 

9 

5 

14 

153 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  large  bowel 

2 

3 

5 

154 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  ^eccum 

4 

3 

7 

155 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  gallbladder 

1 

— 

1 

15  7 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  pancreas 

1 

2 

■’» 

158 

Malignant  Nepolasm  of  peritoneum 

— 

1 

l 

162 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Bronchus  or  lung 

11 

— 

1j 

164 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  mediastinum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

170 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  breast 

— 

1 

i 

171 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  cervix  uteri 

— 

2 

- 

172 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  corpus  uteri 

— 

1 

1 

177 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  prostate  ... 

3 

— 

3 

181 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  bladder  ... 

1 

— 

1 

193 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  brain 

1 

— 

1 

194 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  thyroid  ... 

— 

1 

1 

19J 

Malignant  Neoplasm  unspecified  ... 

1 

— 

1 

_J0.1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  lymphosarcoma  ... 

i 

— 

1 

201 

Hodgkin’s  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

274 

Adrenal  Insufficiency 

1 

— 

1 

330 

Subarachnoid  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

1 

331 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

11 

10 

21 

332 

Cerebral  Embolism  or  Thrombosis 

8 

12 

20 

334 

Hypertensive  Encephalopathy 

1 

— 

i 

356 

Progressive  Muscular  Atrophy 

1 

— 

1 

410 

Mitral  Stenosis  (Rheumatic  Origin) 

— 

1 

l 

420.1 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

40 

17 

57 

421.1 

Aortic  Incompetence 

2 

— 

2 

422 

Cardiovascular  Degeneration 

7 

19 

26 

422.2 

Cardiovascular  Degeneration  with  Senility 

6 

9 

15 

434.1 

Congestive  Heart  Failure 

12 

13 

8 

21 

Cod©  No. 

. International  ’ Classification 

M. 

F. 

Total 

434.2 

Left  Ventricular  Failure  ...  ...  

3 

4 

l 

434.4 

Cor  Pulmone 

3 

1 

4 

441 

Malignant  Hypertension 

2 

— 

2 

450 

Arteriosclerosis 

— 

i 

1 

451 

Aortic  Aneurysm 

2 

— 

2 

465 

Pulmonary  Embolism 

2 

— 

2 

490 

Lobar  Pneumonia  '. .. 

1 

3 

4 

491 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

7 

5 

12 

500 

Acute  Bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 

501 

Bronchitis  Unqualified 

2 

— 

2 

502 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

2 

— 

1 2 

540 

Gastric  Ulcer 

— 

1 

1 

571 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

■ — 

] 

584 

Suppurative  Cholangitis 

1 

— 

1 

585 

Chronic  Cholangitis 

— 

1 

1 

592 

Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

2 

1 

y 

600 

Pyelonephritis 

1 

— 

1 

645 

Ectopic  Pregnancy 

— 

1 

1 

754 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

1 

1 

760 

Intracranial  Birth  Injury  ... 

— 

1 

I 

762.5 

Pulmonary  Collapse  with  Prematurity 

1 

— 

L 

763.5 

Pulmonary  Syndrome  of  Newborn  with  Prematurity  ... 

1 

— 

i 

776 

Prematurity 

L 

1 

2 

795 

Toxaemia  from  Cellulitis  .. 

1 

— 

1 

E 812 

Motor  Vehicle  Accident  to  Pedestrian 

2 

— 

2 

E 840 

Street  Car  Accident  to  Pedestrian 

— 

1 

1 

E 910 

Crush  by  Fall  of  Earth  ... 

1 

— 

l 

E 912 

Avulsion  of  Arm  caught  in  Conveyor  Belt 

1 

— 

1 

E 919 

Accidental  Shooting 

1 

— 

1 

N 803 

Fracture  of  Skull  ... 

1 

— 

1 

N 805 

Fracture  of  Vertebral  Column 

1 

— 

1 

Y 76.3 

Avulsion  of  Right  Arm 

1 

— 

1 

173  119  292 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE,  1959 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis 
under  2 years  ... 

No.  of  infant  deaths  under 

1 year 

29 

20 

21 

20 

14 

10 

10 

10 

18 

9 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per 

1,  'dO  live  births 

51.8 

35.5 

38.2 

37.3 

26.7 

19.5 

22.5 

20. 

39  3 

18.6 

There  were  nine  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  six  of  these  were 
under  one  month. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  18.6  per  1,000  live  births  and  the  neo-natal 
mortality  was  12.4  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths  Under  1 Year 


Place  of 

Preventable 

No. 

Age 

Sex 

Death 

Cause  of  Death 

or  not 

Remarks 

1. 

10  minutes 

M. 

Home 

Pulmonary 
Atelectisis  with 

Prematurity 

Not 

— 

2. 

2 hours 

F. 

Home 

Prematurity 

Not 

— 

3. 

1 day 

F. 

Hospital 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 
with  Prematurity 

Not 

- 

4. 

5 months 

M. 

Hospital 

Gastro-enteritis 

Yes 

— 

6. 

4 days 

M. 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

Not 

— 

6. 

7ltk: 

M. 

Home 

Broncho- 

pneumonia 

Yes 

— 

7. 

1 week 

M. 

Hospital 

Adrenal 

Insufficiency 

Not 

— 

8. 

4 months 

M. 

Home 

Broncho- 

pneumonia 

Yes 

— 

9. 

3 days 

M. 

Hospital 

Pulmonary 
Syndrome  with 

Prematurity 

Not 

— 

1-1 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES,  1959 

[here  were  518  notifications  of  infectious  disease  during  1959. 

Measles 

There  was  a moderate  epidemic  of  470  cases.  This  is  in  contrast  to  the 
seven  cases  of  1958.  The  disease  was  quite  severe  in  many  cases  and  a num- 
ber of  secondary  respiratory  conditions  were  reported  by  general  practitioners. 
T here  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  10  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified.  Of  these,  six  had 
received  no  protection  in  the  way  of  prophylactic  vaccine — one  child  had  a 
complete  course  of  combined  pertussis  / diphtheria  vaccine  in  1954  and  his 
brother,  also  a case  had  a similar  course  in  1955.  Neither  had  received  re- 
inforcing doses  but  the  attacks  were  mild  ones. 

Two  other  children  had  received  courses  of  pertussis  prophylactic  in  1955 
and  again  no  re-inforcing  dose  had  been  given. 

It  would  seem  that  this  disease  is  tending  to  decrease.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  may  be  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  children  who  are  being 
immunised  against  it. 

S'nce  1954  the  numbers  notified  have  been:  38,  17,  69,  77,  15  and  10. 

Moral — have  your  child  protected  against  whooping  cough  in  the  first 
four  months  and  have  a further  booster  at  18-24  months. 

Starlet  Fever 

There  were  19  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  1959. 

Dysentery 

There  were  six  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  notified  during  1959.  There  was 
no  epidemic — the  cases  being  sporadic  in  nature. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the 
year. 

There  have  been  no  notifications  of  diphtheria  in  Bedlingtonshire  since 
1950  when  there  was  one  and  no  dea.hs  from  diphtheria  since  1947  when  there 
were  three. 


MEASLES,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  SCARLET  FEVER 
NOTIFICATIONS  1950-195J 


Year 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Measles... 

540 

156 

406 

165 

250 

381 

22 

748 

7 

470 

Whooping  Cough 

133 

79 

15 

215 

38 

17 

69 

77 

15 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

54 

83 

84 

40 

19 

24 

8 

19 

15 

19 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — section  47. 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

No  action  under  the  above  acts  was  necessary  during  1959. 


Total 

470  1 

CO 

CO 

o 

<M 

o 

GO 

UO 

Not 

known 

- 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

- 

over 

65 

1 

i 

1 

— 

- 

1 

1 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS,  1959 

50-65 

years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 1 

<M 

46-55 

years' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

36-45 

years 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

21-35 

years 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

16-20 

years 

1 

i— * 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

11-15 

years 

1 

i 

- 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

6-10 

years 

104 

i-H 

r- 

r-H 

1 

-1 

1 

114 

5 

years 

119 

i—H 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

127 

4 

years 

62 

i-H 

CO 

1 

1 

<N 

1 

Q0 

CO 

3 

years 

68 

1 

— 

1 

1 

i 

1 

o: 

CO 

2 

years 

CO 

1 

CO 

- 

1 

1 

67 

i 

year 

40 

** 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Under 

1 year 

IO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

16 

Measles 

0; 

a 

0) 

09 

a 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

Non-Pulm.  Tuberculosis  ■■■ 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

Totals 

SS  Q £ CU  Z £ < 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1959 


Natihcations 


Year 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Pulmonary 

27 

32 

24 

29 

30 

22 

21 

8 

11 

10 

Non-Pulmonary 

11 

7 

7 

13 

11 

3 

4 

4 

4 

2 

CaaLis 


Year 

1950 

1951 

1952  | 1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Pulmonary 

5 

5 

7 1 5 

6 

6 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Non  Pulmonary 

— 

1 



2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New-Cases 


Deaths 


Age  Groups 


Respiratory 


Non-Resp. 


Respiratory 


M. 


F. 


M. 


M. 


F. 


Non-Resp. 


M. 


F. 


0-  1 year  . 

1-  5 years. 
5-15  years. 

15-25  years. 
25-35  years. 
36-45  years. 
46-55  years. 
65-65  years. . 
over  65  years 


Totals 


Grand  Totals 


10 


12 


Nil 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  ON  DECEMBER  31st,  1359 


Pulmonary 


Non-Pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

89 

53 

142 

23 

20 

43 

Total  Pulmonary  and 
N on-Pulmonary 


Male  Female  Total 
112  73  185 
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STATISTICS  FOR  BEDLINGTONSHIRE  U.D.C.  FOR  THE 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  SHOWING  SITE  OF  DISEASE,  1950-1959 


Site 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  sites 

Lung  and 

38 

20 

39 

21 

31 

21 

29 

22 

41 

28 

31 

25 

35 

24 

26 

15 

34 

18 

26 

20 

Bronchus  ... 

11 

— 

12 

4 

10 

— 

7 

1 

12 

2 

6 

— 

6 

3 

8 

1 

8 

1 

3 

— 

Stomach 
Remainder  of 

9 

5 

7 

3 

9 

4 

7 

5 

8 

6 

9 

8 

9 

4 

4 

4 

9 

4 

5 

7 

Digestive 

System 

9 

9 

11 

6 

6 

3 

6 

4 

14 

10 

12 

9 

11 

8 

13 

3 

7 

6 

12 

3 

Female  organs 

— 

4 

— 

6 

— 

H 

— 

7 

— 

8 

— 

6 

— 

9 

— 

7 

— 

6 

— 

7 

Others 

9 

2 

9 

2 

6 

7 

9 

5 

7 

2 

4 

2 

9 

— 

1 

1 

— 

10 

1 

6 

3 
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CANCER  MORTALITY— SITE  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


Totals 

| »-h  | O CO  CO  | C*  | | |^H  1 

20 

+ 

CO 

i i rwM  iii  i r~  i ii  r i i 

CO 

60-64 

i i i i i i i i"  i ii  i - ii  ii  i i 

<N 

1 

55-59 

niim  iiriMii  i i 

CO 

1 

g 

i i i i i i r i ii  i i i i i i i i i 

— 

45-49 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

40-44 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

35  39 

1 

30  34 

iii ii  i i i i i 

1 

© 

O'! 

© 

r i i ii  i i i i i i i i ii  i i i i 

- 

Totals 

H 1 1 r-  — « 1 I 1 CC  — 1 ^ • 

cr, 

CO 

65  + 

| | |»-«-  ||  | | |«  | | | - | 

cs 

60-64 

" i r i 11  i i - i i i r i i i i i 

S 

«!> 

io 

i i-"  i i r i " i ii  i r i i i i 

50-54 

i i i i i i ii  i "11111111  i " 

<M 

45-49 

i ii  i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

T* 

1 

© 

1 1 i r i 1 1 i i i i i i i i i i i i 

r-H 

35-39 

i i i i i i i i i " i i i i ii  i i i i 

- 

30-34 

1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1111111"!  1 1 

0-29 

1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 111111111  1 1 

1 

Site 

Lymph  Glands 
of  Neck 
Nasopharynx 
Oesophagus 
Stomach 

Large  Bowel 
Rectum 

Gall  Bladder 

Pancreas 

Retroperitoneal 

1 ungs  and 

Bronchus 

Mediastinum 

Breast 

Cervix  Uteri 
Corpus  Uteri 
Prostate 

Bladder 

Brain  Glioma 
Thyroid 

Site  not 

Specified 

Lympho 

Sarcoma 

Totals 
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DISINFESTATION 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  separate  properties  which  have 
been  treated  during  the  year  for  rat  and  mouse  infestation  in  addition  to  the 
regular  attention  given  to  the  sewers  of  the  district.  Charges  are  made  only 
in  the  case  of  business  premises. 


Council  houses 

Other  Council  properties  (including  tips)  . 


39 

11 

20 

25 

60 


Allotment  gardens 
Business  premises 
Private  houses  ... 


The  use  of  Cammexane  and  Lindane  insecticides  in  the  form  of  smoke 
generators  has  proved  very  effective  in  the  treatment  of  beetles.  In  this  way 
145  houses  have  been  cleared  of  this  type  of  vermin. 

Work  has  been  carried  out  ac  six  Council  houses  and  five  private  houses 
for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Attention  throughout  the  twelve  months  has  been  focused  maimy  on  the 
reservoir,  at  West  End  and  on  the  premises  in  those  parts  of  the  district 
receiving  water  from  it. 

In  all,  107  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and 
almost  without  exception  the  unsatisfactory  results  came  from  water  supplied 
from  this  source.  No  reason  for  contamination  could  be  found  other  than  that 
it  is  open  to  pollution  from'  the  air.  In  August  the  final  stage  of  the  new  water 
main  was  completed  and  the  reservoir  supply  turned  over  to  the  Power 
Station,  the  district  receiving  water  direct  from  the  Tynemouth  mains.  In 
September  the  chlorinating  plant  of  the  Humford  Mill  Swimming  Baths  was 
installed  at  the  ieservoir  as  a temporary  measure  and  the  results  of  samples 
have  since  shown  a big  improvement. 

The  hot  summer  attracted  a record  attendance  of  23,211,  plus  organised 
school  parties,  to  the  Open  Air  Swimming  Baths  in  the  woods  at  Huxnford  Mill 
and  a close  watch  was  kept  on  the  chlorine  content  of  the  water  in  addition 
to  regular  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipe  in  back  yard  or  street  is  now 
95  and  is  rapidly  falling  each  year  as  .this  type  of  property  is  dealt  with  under 
the  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 
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WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN,  1959 


No.  of  Bacilli  Coli  per 

Samples  100  c.c.s. 

12  Humford  Mill  Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1 Humford  Mill  Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

12  Mains  Supply  within  the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3 Mains  Supply  North  Blvth  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 Mains  Supply  Cambois  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2 Mains  Supply  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 Meter  House,  East  Sleekburn  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4 Bedlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2 B-edlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 Bedlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  3 

4 Bedlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  5 

1 Bedlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  7 

1 Bedlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  8 

1 Bedlington  “D”  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  50 

1 Choppington  Pit  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1 Netherton  Pit  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2 Bomarsund  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1 Bomarsund  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 Bomarsund  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

1 Cambois  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1 Cambois  Pit  Baths  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

9 Cambois  Power  Station  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1 Cambois  Power  Station  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 Cambois  Power  Station  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 Cambois  Power  Station  Canteens  ...  ...  ..  ...  5 

1 Cambois  Power  Station  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

1 Cambois  Power  Station  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

27  Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3 Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2 Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1 Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ...  ...•  ...  ...  5 

3 Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington 8 

1 Reservoir,  West  End,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 


A further  120  families  have  been  rehoused  during  1959  from  sub-standard 
property,  bringing  the  total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Slum 
Programme  to  1,329,  with  a further  386  Army  Huts  making  a grand  total  of 
1,715  to  the  end  of  .the  year. 

Whilst  this  is  a very  gratifying  position  it  is  a matter  for  some  concern 
that  we  cannot  hope  to  maintain  this  rate  of  progress  with  the  present  drastic 
cuts  in  our  building  programme.  We  still  have  over  400  houses  to  clear  and 
Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  are  in  force  in  respect  of  247  of  them.  This 
could  well  mean  a four  years’  waiting  list  since  a good  proportion  of  new 
houses  must  also  be  earmarked  for  the  employees  cf.  the  Blyth  Power  Station. 


ACTION  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITH  REGARD  TO 
CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


1.  Houses  Demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

2.  individual  houses  Demolished 

Oliver’s  Buildings,  Eedlingtcn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fifth  Row,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Sixth  Row,  Choppington  19 

Double  Row,  High  Pit,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  ...  lo 

Sunnyside>  Choppington  20 

Ruiter's  buildings,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Freehold  Terrace,  Guide  Post  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sheepwash  Bank,  Guide  Post  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tulip’s  Buildings,  Stakeford  ...  ...  ...  5 

South  Row,  West  Sleekbum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Bridge  End,  Bedlington  Station  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Parson’s  Cottage,  Barrington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Quarry  Cottage,  Hartford  Bridge  ...  ...  1 

134 

3.  Houses  and  Parts  of  Buildings  Closed 

Foggan’s  Yard,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  4 

Taylor’s  Yard,  Bedlington  ...  ..  ...  1 

Colville’s  Yard,  Bedlington  2 

Baptist  Yard,  Bedlington  ...  ...  1 

Hirst  Terrace,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Market  Place,  Bedlington  ...  1 

Blackburn’s  Buildings,  Choppington  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

High  Street,  Guide  Post 1 

Trojan  Street,  Stakeford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Red  Row,  Bedlington  Station  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Front  Street  West,  Bedlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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4.  Other  Houses  Discontinued  as  Dwellings  ' 

..  .Freehold  Terrace,  Guide  Post  .....  ...  ...  22 

a.  Unfit  Houses  rendered  fit  by  Owners  as  a result  of  Action  under 
the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  By  Informal  Action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(b)  By  action  under  statutory  powers  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Houses  completed  during  the  Year 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  148 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 


HOUSES  ON  THE  SLUM>CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME  FROM  WHICH 
FAMILIES  HAVE  BEEN  REHOUSED  (up  to  31/12/59) 
Bedlington 

Ewart  Hill 

Fountain  Inn,  Glebe  Row  ... 

Glebe  Road 
Catholic  Row  ... 

Dowson’s  Buildings  ... 

Sun  Inn  Yard  ... 

Old  Colliery  Row 
Bell’s  Place 
Hollymount  Cottages 
Hollymount  Hall 
Vulcan  Place  ... 

Stoker’s  Buildings,  Vulcan  Place 
Vicarage  Terrace 

Old  Hall  

Chapel  Row,  East  End 
Bank  Cottages 
Murray’s  Yard  ... 

Baptist  Yard 

Rosella  Place  ... 

Market  Place  ... 

Front  Street  East 
Front  Street  West 
Joyce’s  Yard  ... 

Foggan’s  Yard,  East  End  ... 

Foggan’s  Yard,  West  End  ... 

Wilson’s  Yard  ... 

Quarry  Houses 
Laird's  Cottage 
The  Quay,  East  End  ... 

Stoker’s  Buildings,  East  End 
Hartford  Bridge  Cottage 
Sunnyside 
Grand  View 

318 


4 

86 

16 

8 

6 

20 

21 

2 

9 

48 

5 
2 

12 

1 

2 

7 

10 

2 

1 

6 
5 
2 
2 
5 
1 
2 
1 

4 
1 
1 

20 

5 
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Corilington  Station 

Ravensworth  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

North  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

South  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wilkinson’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Red  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Bridge  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bridge  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dene  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Moorland  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Liddis’s  Yard ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

River  View  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

School  House,  Bedlington  Station ...  ...  ...  1 

Dene  View  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puddler’s  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cragg's  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Staithe’s  Quay  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ivy  Cottage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

236 


Barrington 

Chapel  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Stone  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Garden  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Parson’s  Cottage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

School  House  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Railway  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Storey’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

53 


Netherton 

Clifton  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Y ard  Row  . . ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  90 

Howard  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Village  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Farm  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Moor  Cottage,  Hartford  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

176 

Cambois 

Caravan,  Wansbeck  Ferry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Railway  Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  Row  ...  ...  ...  10 

Link  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Farm  Cottages  1 
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Choppington 

Double  Row,  High  Pit 
Single  Row,  High  Pit 
Blackburn’s  Buildings 
Strong's  Buildings 
First  Row 
Second  Row 

Third  Row  

Fourth  Row 
Fifth  Row 

Sixth  Row  

Seventh  Row  ... 

South  Front  Row 
North  Front  Row 
Forster’s  Buildings 
Peter  Gill’s  Cottages  ... 
Front  Street,  Scotland  Gate 
Collieiy  Square 
Chapel  Row 
School  Row 
School  House  ... 
Richardson’s  Buildings 
Heslop’s  Buildings 
Rutter’s  Buildings 
Whinney  Hill  ... 


10 

12 

10 

24 

24 

24 

22 

20 

18 

19 
6 
6 
6 
4 
6 

16 

2 

20 
20 

2 

7 

1 

20 

3 


302 


Guide  Post 


Cruddas  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sheepwash  Bank  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Front  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Anvil  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  2 

Freehold  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

High  Street  3 

Ford  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Tulip’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Byron  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rutherford  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gordon  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Sawmill  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shaw’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Mowbray  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sheepwash  Cottage  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 
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Stakeforri 


Trojan  Street ...  ...  3 

East  View  3 

Middle  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

North  View  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

West  View  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ivy  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

59 

West  Sleekburn 

Old  School  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

North  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Liddle’s  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Marshe’s  Cottages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

South  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Institute  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

78 

Total  Number  of  Houses  ...  ...  1,329 

Army  Huts,  Wansbeck  Place  ...  29 

Army  Huts,  Hartford  Camp  ...  357 


1,715 
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INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 


In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  property  which  resulted  in  Closing  or 
Demolition  Orders  being  served,  135  visits  were  made  to  houses  to  investigate 
complaints.  28  Informal  notices  were  served  to  execute  works  and  in  10  cases 
it  was  found  necessary  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Council  to  serve  Statutory 
Notices,  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 

With  the  benefits  of  improvement  grants  and  the  raising  of  rents  by  an 
Annual  amount  of  8%  of  the  cost  of  improvements,  there  now  seems  to  be  no 
reason  why  legislation  should  not  be  introduced  to  enforce  at  least  the  pro- 
vision of  hot  water  to  all  houses.  Those  of  us  who  are  used  to  .turning  on  the 
hot  water  tap  in  our  homes,  must  realise  the  unfortunate  position  of  those 
whose  only  means  of  getting  hat  water  is  from  a pan  on  the  kitchen  stove. 


Repairs  Effected 

Ceilings  repaired  and  renewed 
Wallplaster  repaired  ... 
Window  sash  cords  renewed 
Window  frames  repaired 

Dampness  remedied 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Fireplaces  renewed 
Fireplaces  and  flues  repaired 
Floors  repaired 
Internal  walls  repaired 
Benches 

Staircases  repaired 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ... 

External  walls  repaired 

Roofs  repaired  

Eavesgutters  repaired 

Fallspouts  repaired  

Internal  water  supply  provided 
Water  supply  pipes  repaired 

Dustbins  renewed  

Disused  ashpits  built  up 
Yard  surfaces  repaired 
Water  closet  basins  renewed  ... 
Water  closets  repaired 
Washhouse  furnaces  repaired 
Drains  cleared  and  renewed  ... 
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6 
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4 

4 

8 

17 
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17 
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ftENT  ACT,  1957 


During  the  year  only  two  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have 
txen  made  to  the  Local  Authority  bringing  the  total  number  of  applications 
under  the  Act  to  24. 

Total  applications  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ...  24 

Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Necessary  works  carried  out  .. . 14 


HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958 

49  Applications  have  this  year  been  made  for  Improvement  Grants,  all  of 
which  were  approved  by  the  Council  at  an  average  grant  of  £187.  One  only 
of  these  was  made  under  the  new  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959, 
giving  standard  grants  for  specific  items. 

The  following  are  the  types  of  improvements  carried  out: 

Provision  of  Bathroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Provision  of  w.c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Provision  of  hot  water  services  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Provision  of  new  scullery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Provision  of  kitchenette  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Provision  of  foodstore  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Provision  of  additional  bedrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Provision  of  new  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  new  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electricity  installation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Conversion  of  house  to  flats  ...  1 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1. — Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
Prosi  cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

18 

210 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

114 

221 

6 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

132 

431 

14 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness ... 

7 

7 







Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

16 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers 


Nature 
of  Work 

No  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

No  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No  of  prose- 

cutions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No  of  inst- 

ances of  work- 
in  unwholeso- 
me premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making 

4 

All  Other 
Outworkers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1950 


In  October,  1959,  Bennis  Chain  Grate  Stokers  to  three  boilers  were 
installed  at  " A ” Pit,  Bedlington  Station,  in  accordance  with  the  Act.  This 
completes  the  conversion,  to  modern  methods  of  stoking,  of  all  colliery  boilers 
and  pit-head  baths  within  the  district,  and  is  yet  another  step  towards  smoke 
control. 

With  the  exception  of  the  spoil  bank  at  Bomarsund  Colliery,  and  to  a 
small  degree  at  Netherton  Colliery,  little  or  no  nuisance  has  arisen  from  burn- 
ing pit  heaps.  At  the  former  considerable  quantities  of  inert  red  ash  have  been 
spread  over  the  burning  sections  and  results  have  shown  that  this  treatment 
is  far  more  effective  than  spraying  with  water. 

Our  thanks  are  due  ,to  the  officers  of  the  National  Coal  Board  for  their 
splendid  co-operation  in  our  efforts  towards  smoke  control  in  what  is  essentially 
a mining  community. 

The  worst  offenders  are  perhaps  the  locomotives  of  the  various  shunting 
yards  and  mineral  lines  and  whilst  ,the  fault  is  often  due  to  inefficient  stoking 
there  would  net  appear  to  be  any  real  solution  to  the  problem  until  the  plans 
for  dieselisaticn  and  electrification  of  the  railways  is  complete. 

The  four  sulphur  dioxide  indicators  and  one  deposit  gauge  are  still  in 
operation  in  various  parts  of  the  district  together  with  the  five  deposit  gauges 
and  one  sulphur  dioxide  indicator  of  the  Central  Electricity  Authority.  The 
results  of  monthly  readings  by  the  Public  Analyst  compare  most  favourably 
with  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1953 

I he  undermentioned  are  the  various  kinds  of  shops  within  the  distrit  ; tor 
the  purposes  of  the  Act. 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Post  Office  General  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  20 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ll 

We.t  Fish  Shops  ...  ..  ...  ...  . . 2 

Bakers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Off-Licence  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Works  Canteens  ...  . ...  ...  . . . ...  10 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  19 

Chemists  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  8 

Confectioners  and  Temperance  Pars  ...  ...  ...  12 

Newsagents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Boot  and  Shoe  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hardware  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

House  Furnishing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ironmonger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

jewellery  and  Fancy  Coeds  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

Optician  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ladies’  Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Gent’s  Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Motor  Car  Accessories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Electrical  Appliances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Handicrafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Paints  and  Wallpaper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stationers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wool  Shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Departmental  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

In  addition,  25  travelling  shops  and  48  vans  are  operating  from  these 
premises  whilst  nine  travelling  shops  and  two  vans  are  owned  by  persons  other 
than  shopkeepers  and  vehicles  of  various  trades  come  from  outside  the  d'strict. 
This  ever-increasing  number  of  mobile  shops  still  does  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act  although  a close  watch  is  kept  on  them  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

No  legal  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

All  milk  sold  within  the  district  must  either  be  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested  and  there  are  now  41  retailers  licensed  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  sell  these  designated  milks  in  this  area. 


17  Samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  for  bacteriological  examination  by 
tine  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Samples 

Taken 

Results 

Pasteurised  

...  14 

12  Satisfactory.  2 V 

Sterilised 

1 

1 Satisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

...  2 

2 Satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 

Three  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream,  two  by  the  heat  treatment  method  and  one  by  the 
cold  mix  process. 


63  Premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  all  conform  to  the 
standards  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  with  hot  and  cold  water  for  hand- 
washing, etc. 


85  Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by  i.he  Public  Health 
Laboratory  with  the  following  results : 


Grade 

1 

50 

Grade 

2 

10 

Grade 

3 

14 

Grade 

4 

11 

It  will  be  noticed  .that  there  are  an  unusual  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples,  the  reason  being  that  poor  results  were  being  obtained  from  what  was, 
in  all  respects,  a very  good  premises.  Many  samples  were  taken  to  find  the 
source  of  the  trouble  by  a process  of  elimination,  the  majority  of  .them  being 
Grades  2,  3 and  4. 
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FOOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  SHOPS 


The  various  types  of  food  businesses  in  the  district  are : 


General  JDealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Confectioners  and  Temperance  Bars  ...  ...  ...  12 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Catering  Depot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fried  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Wet  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

.Mineral  Water  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Canteen  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  these  food  premises  and  as  a 
result  of  notices  served  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  the  following 
works  have  been  carried  out : 

Handbasins  with  hat  and  cold  water  provided  ...  ...  ...  9 

Outdoor  clothing  lockers  for  staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Internal  surfaces  repaired  or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

The  results  of  samples  of  meat  pie,  canned  pork  and  ice  cream  tat  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  all  proved  satisfactory. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Slaughtering  has  continued  during  the  year  at  seven  of  the  ten  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal 
maintained. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  Act,  1958,  requires  all  Local  Authorities  to  submit 
to  the  Ministry,  before  November,  I960,  reports  on  slaughterhouse  facilities 
within  the  districts  having  regard  to  future  requirements  and  the  possibility  oi 
existing  premises  conforming  to  the  standards  laid  down.  To  .this  end,  detailed 
inspections  have  been  made  and  reports  sent  to  the  owners  concerned  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  final  repon  being  made.  Two  slaughterhouses  have  so  far 
intimated  their  intentions  of  not  applying  for  a further  iicence. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 
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• 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

All  Diseases  Except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
diseasedpart  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber- 
['  culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ... 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

WHOLE  CARCASES  CONDEMNED  DURING  1959 

1 sheep  ...  ...  50  lbs.  Oedema. 


OTHER  MEAT,  ORGANS,  ETC.,  CONDEMNED  AS  BEING 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Bovine  Animals 

* — — * ' * 

Beef 

..  Tuberculosis,  168  lbs. 

Heads  and  Tongues 

Tuberculosis,  18;  Actinobaccilosis,  1;  Actinomyco- 
sis, 1. 

Lungs 

..  Tuberculosis,  14;  Pleurisy,  12;  Pneumonia,  1; 
Stomach  Contents,  144;  Flukes,  35. 

Livers 

..  Cirrhosis:  37  whole  livers,  72  part  livers; 
Abscesses:  12  whole  livers,  11  part  livers;  Tuber- 
culosis: 6. 

Skirts 

..  Peritonitis,  2. 

Sheep 

Plucks 

..  Contamination,  1;  Abscesses,  1. 

Livers 

Fatty  Infiltration,  6;  Cysts,  2;  Flukes:  1 whole  liver 
and  3 part  livers. 

Lungs 

..  Pleurisy,  4. 

Hearts 

Pericarditis,  3. 

Pigs 

Heads 

..  Tuberculosis,  8. 

Plucks 

Inflammation,  6;  Contamination,  1. 

Lungs 

..  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  79. 

Livers 

..  Cirrhosis,  6;  Milk  Spots:  5 whole  livers,  1 part 
liver. 

Hearts 

Pericarditis,  8. 

OTHER  FOODS  EXAMINED  AND  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION 


Tomatoes 

. 43  tins 

T reacle 

3 tins 

Other  Fruit 

...  67  tins 

Kice  Pudding 

3 tins 

Fruit  Pulp  ... 

...  21  lbs. 

Pease  Pudding 

1 tin 

Meats 

...  46  tins 

Paeon 

...  16$  lbs. 

Vegetables  ... 

...  21  tins 

Sausage 

...  3$  lbs. 

Fish  ... 

...  15  tins 

Jellied  Veal 

...  44  lbs. 

Soups 

Milk 

2 tins 

Beef  Brisket 

4 lbs. 

5 tins 

Frozen  Beef... 

...  38  lbs. 

Cheese 

4 lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

...  61$  lbs. 

Tongue 

...  12$  lbs. Cooked  Ham... 

...  604  lbs. 
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